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Armenia Tree Project
Celebrates 10 Years

of Greening Armenia
BOSTON—The Armenia  Tree  Pro jec t  (ATP) ,  one  o f  the
few Armenian Diaspora-based envi ronmenta l
pro tec t ion  organiza t ions  work ing  in  Armenia ,  he ld  a
spec ia l  ce lebra t ion  event  on  June  5  commemora t ing  10
years  o f  g reening  Armenia .   The  event  was  he ld  in  the
Grand Bal l room of  the  Seapor t  Hote l .

The  evening ' s  p rogram inc luded award  presenta t ions ,
congra tu la to ry  messages ,  and honorary  speeches  as
wel l  as  d inner  and dancing ,  wi th  mus ica l  per formances
by  Ar t ie  Barsamians  B ig  Band,  the  Seventh  Vei l ,  and
the  R ichard  Hagopian  Ensemble .

Ms.  S te l la  Af tandi l ian ,  the  10th  anniversary  commit tee
co-cha i r ,  opened the  program by  welcoming  and
thanking  the  near ly  600 a t tendees  and gues t s .  Severa l
d igni ta r ies  were  present  a t  the  event ,  inc luding
Armenian Ambassador  to  the  US Dr .  Arman
Ki rakoss ian ,  US Congressman Edward  Markey ,  and
Sta te  Representa t ive  Pe te r  Koutouj ian .

ATP Execut ive  Direc tor  Mr .  Je f f  Masar j ian  was  the
programs f i r s t  speaker ,  who br ie f ly  d i scussed the
progress  the  organiza t ion  has  made s ince  1994.

“The ATP has  p lan ted  and res to red  over  ha l f  a  mi l l ion
t rees  in  Armenia ,  whi le  prov id ing  jobs  fo r  hundreds  o f
people ,  Mr .  Masar j ian  expla ined.  “Our  p lans  for  the
nex t  decade  inc lude  expanding  our  communi ty
re fores ta t ion programs in  par tnersh ip  wi th  v i l lagers
and o ther  organiza t ions ,  which wi l l  a l so  prov ide  soc ia l
and economic  deve lopment  oppor tuni t ies .    Our  new
tree  nursery  in  Vanadzor  wi l l  p roduce over  one mi l l ion
sapl ings  each year  to  beg in  re fores t ing  the  devas ta ted
landscape o f  Armenia .”

Mr.  Masar j ian  then in t roduced a  f i lm depic t ing  the
ATP's  new re fores ta t ion  and pover ty  reduct ion
programming in  remote  Armenian v i l lages .  The 18-
minute  long  f i lm was  produced and d i rec ted  by
Kennedy  Wheat ley  o f  Los  Ange les .

‘Our  p lans  f o r  t he
nex t  d e cade  inc lude
expand ing  our
communi t y
re f o re s ta t i on
programs  in
par tner sh ip  w i th
v i l lage r s  and  o the r
o rgan i za t i on s ,
wh i ch  wi l l  a l s o
prov ide  s o c ia l  and
e conomic
dev e l opmen t
oppo r tun i t i e s ’
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Fol lowing the  f i lm,  10th  anniversary  commit tee  co-
cha i r  Mrs .  Annie  Ba l ik ian  announced tha t  over  $1
mi l l ion  had been ra i sed  thus  fa r  in  honor  o f  the  ATP's
10th  anniversary .  These  co l lec ted  funds  wi l l  p rov ide  a
f i rm foundat ion  fo r  expanding  the  ATP's  communi ty
fo res t ry  and economic  deve lopment  p rograms and
launching i t s  la rge-sca le  re fores ta t ion program in  the
nor thern  c i ty  o f  Vanadzor .

Severa l  ATP s ta f f  members  based in  Yerevan were  a l so
in  a t tendance,  inc luding  Count ry  Di rec tor  Susan
Yacubian K le in ,  Deputy  Di rec tor  Jason Kauf fe ld ,  and
Program Managers  Anahi t  Gar ibyan,  who i s  the  ATP's
f i r s t  Yerevan s ta f f  member ,  Samvel  Ghandi lyan,  and
Tig ran  Pa lazyan.

Ms.  Gar ibyan d i scussed the  h i s tory  o f  the  ATP's
ac t iv i t ies  in  Armenia ,  and how the  two-person s ta f f
was  a t  f i r s t  equipped only  wi th  a  donated lap top
computer ,  work ing  in  a  corner  o f  the  Armenian
Assembly  o f  Amer ica ' s  Yerevan o f f ice .  She  commented

on how far  the  organiza t ion has  g rown,  c i t ing  i t s
mul t ip le  accompl i shments  and the  increase  o f  the
Yerevan o f f ice  s ta f f  to  over  45 employees .

Ms.  Caro lyn  Mugar ,  the  ATP's  founder ,  p resented  a
br ie f  h i s tory  t imel ine  o f  the  organiza t ion and how i t
came in to  ex i s tence,  beg inning  wi th  her  1993 v i s i t  to

‘ I  f u l l y  e xpec t  t ha t  in
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Armenia .  She  honored Dr .  Nora  Gabr ie lyan,  who
holds  a  PhD in  bo tany  and i s  the  au thor  o f  over  16
books  s tudying Armenia ' s  d iverse  p lant  l i fe .  Dr .
Gabr ie lyan  spoke  about  Armenia ' s  un ique  and var ied
ecosys tems and ident i f ied  examples  o f  ra re  and
endangered f lower ing  p lan t s  tha t  re ly  on rap id ly
disappear ing  fores t  habi ta t s .

“The fo res t s ,  which recent ly  covered only  10% of  the
ter r i to ry  o f  our  count ry ,  now cover  even less ,”  Dr .
Gabr ie lyan expla ined.  “ I f  t rees  a re  chopped down
wi thout  any p lan or  thought fu l  sys tem,  the
consequences  wi l l  a f fec t  every th ing :  underbrush  wi th
rare  p lants  immedia te ly  d i sappears ,  the  ra in  washes
away so i l ,  spr ings  dry  up,  the  b iodivers i ty  becomes
impover i shed,  and the  c l imate  changes .”

Dr .  Gabr ie lyan i s  the  f i r s t  rec ip ient  o f  the  John T.
O'Connor  Envi ronmenta l  Act iv i s t  Award,  which was
presented to  her  by  Ms.  Mugar .  Addi t ional ly ,  Dr .
Gabr ie lyan  has  been awarded a  $25,000 g ran t  by  a
pr iva te  donor  fo r  publ i sh ing  her  la tes t  book,  pr in ted
in  Engl i sh  and Armenian,  t i t led  the  “ I l lus t ra ted
Guidebook- Index  o f  Armenian  F lora .”

Ms.  Mugar  cont inued by  honor ing  Ms .  Reg ina  Eddy,
ATP's  former  Execut ive  Direc tor ,  for  her  t i re less
e f for t s  in  guid ing  the  organiza t ion dur ing  i t s  ear ly
years .   She  revea led tha t  Ms.  Eddy rose  to  the
chal lenge o f  spearheading  the  organiza t ion's  in i t ia l

S t e l l a  A f t a n d i l i a n ,  C a r o l y n  M u g a r ,  a n d  A n n i e  B a l i k i a n
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pro jec t  p lanning  by  per fo rming  ex tens ive  research  on
Armenia ' s  b iodivers i ty  as  wel l  as  the  grave
envi ronmenta l  r i sks  fac ing  the  count ry  in  modern
t imes .  Ms.  Eddy was  honored wi th  a  spec ia l  p laque
commemorat ing  her  achievements ,  which was
accepted by  her  c lose  f r iend Ms.  E l len  Kurz ,  due  to  Ms.
Eddy's  inabi l i ty  to  a t tend the  program.

Another  advoca te  recognized fo r  the  preserva t ion  o f
Armenia ' s  env i ronment  was  Archbishop Mesrob
Ashj ian,  who passed away ear l ie r  th i s  year .  He was  a
founding  member  o f  the  Land and Cul tu ra l
Organiza t ion and was  the  ch ie f  p lanner  fo r  the
renovat ion o f  S t .  Gevorg  o f  Moughni  Monas te ry  in
Armenia ,  hav ing  a l so  p lan ted  severa l  hundred t rees  in
i t s  sur rounding  envi rons .  He a l so  se rved as  an  advisor
to  ATP's  p rograms in  Armenia  and insp i red  the  p lan t ing
of  over  19 ,000 t rees  a t  51  church s i tes  dur ing  ATP's
1700th  Anniversary  o f  Chr i s t ian i ty  in  Armenia  t ree
p lan t ing  campaign  in  2001.

Mr .  Rober t  Aram Kaloosd ian ,  ATP adv i sor  and
suppor te r ,  gave  c los ing  remarks  and made re f lec t ions
on the  impor tance  o f  the  organiza t ions  under tak ings .
Ms.  Mugar  and her  la te  paren t s ,  S tephen and Mar ion
Mugar ,  were  a l so  honored for  the i r  long-s tanding
commitment  to  Armenia ,  as  p lans  were  revealed to
develop a  spec ia l  s i te  fo r  re f lec t ion and contempla t ion
at  the  Ts i t se rnakerberd  Armenian Genocide  Memor ia l
in  Yerevan.

The organiza t ion  i s  now gear ing  up to  expand i t s
programs in  Armenia ,  which wi l l  inc lude la rge-sca le
re fores ta t ion ,  soc ia l  and economic  deve lopment  in
rura l  v i l lages ,  publ ic  educat ion,  and the  promot ion o f
sus ta inable  fores t  management  pol ic ies .

The  ATP i s  a  non-pro f i t  o rganiza t ion  tha t  was  founded
in  1994 dur ing  Armenia ' s  darkes t  and co ldes t  years
wi th  the  v i s ion o f  sa feguard ing  Armenias  fu ture  by
pro tec t ing  i t s  env i ronment .   Funded by  cont r ibu t ions
f rom Diasporan Armenians ,  the  ATP has  p lan ted  and
re juvenated  531,000 t rees  a t  more  than 400 s i tes
ranging f rom Gyumri  to  Gor is .
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